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Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

As another busy and successful week draws to a close, it has been wonderful to see so many 
opportunities for our students to learn, grow and come together as a community across St John 
Fisher.

This week, we were pleased to welcome our Year 7 students to their first Mass. It was a lovely 
opportunity for our newest members of the St John Fisher community to come together in 
prayer and reflection, and to begin to experience another important aspect of life at our school. 
We are very proud of the way our Year 7 students have settled into school and are continuing to 
grow in confidence as they find their feet in their new surroundings.

Next week, we look forward to one of the special events in our local community calendar, the 
Batley Torchlight Procession. This is always a memorable occasion and provides our students 
with the opportunity to be involved in an important tradition within our community. We look 
forward to seeing many of our students and families taking part and enjoying the event 
together.

We are also looking forward to welcoming our Year 7 parents and carers to our upcoming Tutor 
Evening. This will be an important opportunity to strengthen the partnership between home and 
school, meet tutors and hear more about how our students are settling into secondary school. 
Strong communication between school and families is an important part of ensuring that every 
student feels supported and able to make the most of their opportunities.

Looking further ahead, October promises to be another exciting month at St John Fisher. We 
will be hosting our Sixth Form Open Evening, providing students and families with the 
opportunity to find out more about the pathways and opportunities available beyond Year 11. 

We will also be holding our Year 11 Aspirations Evening, helping our students to begin thinking 
carefully about their future choices, ambitions and the steps they can take to achieve them.

There is a great deal happening across the school, and it is always encouraging to see our 
students making the most of the opportunities available to them. As we move through the term, 
we will continue to focus on high expectations, strong relationships and ensuring that every 
student is supported to achieve their very best.

I look forward to sharing more of the many successes and experiences taking place across St 
John Fisher in the weeks ahead.

Mr K Mackey 
Headteacher 

Friday, 2nd October 2026
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Virtue in the Spotlight next week

We overcome our fears and do 
things that are difficult. 

We are truthful to ourselves and others, 
and our words match our actions.

We recognise other people’s worth 
and care for our environment. 

We look for ways to help others. We give people another chance after 
they have done something wrong.

We trust God and are guided by 
faith in all we do.  

Our Virtues

Next week the virtue in the spotlight will be 
FORGIVENESS.

We give people another chance after they 
have done something wrong.  

What can you forgive yourself for, so you can 
progress?
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We are delighted to invite all parents and carers to our upcoming Year 11 Aspirations Evening 
on 22nd October.

Our Aspirations Evening is an important opportunity for parents, carers and school staff to 
come together to support our young people and their future goals. Parental engagement makes 
a real difference, and when families and school work together, pupils are better supported to 
achieve their full potential.

 Clear Links to Success

There is a clear link between regular attendance, parental engagement and pupil success. 
Pupils who attend school regularly are more likely to make strong progress, build positive 
relationships and take advantage of the opportunities available to them.

We also know that when parents and carers engage positively with their child's education, it 
can have a significant impact on their learning, confidence and aspirations.

 Every Parent and Carer Matters

You do not need to have a child who is already achieving highly to benefit from attending. Every 
parent and carer can benefit from being part of the evening.

Whether your child is already thriving, needs a little extra encouragement, or is still discovering 
what they want for their future, your involvement matters.

The evening is an opportunity to:
• Find out more about how we can support your child's aspirations
• Understand how attendance and engagement can contribute to success
• Discover opportunities and pathways available to our young people
• Talk to staff and ask questions
• Work together to help your child develop confidence and ambition

 Let's Raise Aspirations Together

Every young person deserves the opportunity to believe in their future and understand what 
they can achieve. By attending our Aspirations Evening on 22nd October, you are taking an 
important step in supporting your child's journey.

We look forward to welcoming you and working together to help every young person 
succeed.

Year 11 Aspirations Evening
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Celebrating Our Achievers

men." "

A Special Weekend in Walsingham

We were delighted to see a group of our students 
take part in the Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham this weekend, accompanied by Mr 
Wilkinson and Miss Brown. It was a wonderful 
opportunity for our students to come together in 
faith, meet students from other schools and 
experience the pilgrimage community.

Our students played an active part throughout the 
weekend, taking turns to carry the statue and 
leading the Rosary. They also enjoyed time with 
students from other schools, taking part in ice-
breaker activities, shared prayer and reflection. The 
weekend also included a trip to the seaside, with 
some well-earned fish and chips!

A huge thank you to Mr Wilkinson and Miss Brown 
for giving up their weekend to accompany our 
students, and to all of the students who 
represented St John Fisher so positively. It was 
wonderful to see them embracing the experience, 
building friendships and creating memories that 
they will take with them for years to come.

Celebrating Sporting Success

A huge congratulations to two of our Year 11 pupils who have been selected for the Huddersfield Giants 
U16s Pathway2Performance squad! 
This is a fantastic achievement and a wonderful recognition of their talent, dedication and hard work.
We are incredibly proud of them and wish them every success as they continue their rugby journey with 
the Giants.
Well done — what an achievement! 
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Important Information

As part of our arrangements for the new academic year, we are introducing a number of dates 
when school will close to pupils at 12:55pm, following Period 2. These early closures will allow 
us to hold important staff training and development sessions, as well as our Year 7 Open 
Evening.

The dates for the academic year are:
• Thursday 26 November 2026 – Staff Training
• Tuesday 12 January 2027 – Staff Training
• Thursday 4 March 2027 – Staff Training
• Tuesday 20 April 2027 – Staff Training
• Thursday 24 June 2027 – Staff Training

We recognise that an earlier school finish may require families to make alternative 
arrangements, and we are providing support for students on these days. Students who are 
eligible for Free School Meals will be able to access their lunch allowance at break time. A grab 
bag can also be collected by eligible students when they leave school at 12.55pm.

We hope that providing these dates well in advance will help families to plan accordingly. These 
sessions are an important part of our commitment to ongoing staff development and ensuring 
that our staff have the time and opportunities needed to continue to provide the very best for our 
students.

Regular attendance gives students the best opportunity to succeed academically, socially and 
personally. Being in school every day supports learning, friendships, wellbeing and a strong 
sense of belonging. 
 
We ask all students to aim for at least 96% attendance. If your child is absent, please notify 
school by 8:00am each day via Class Charts, telephone 01924 527000 (Option 1), or email -  
attendance@stjohnfisher.org.uk. 
 
Students should be in form by 8:40am. If your child arrives late, please contact the Attendance 
Office with the  reason and expected arrival time. Where possible, please arrange medical and 
other appointments outside school hours. 
 
As part of our safeguarding procedures, we will contact parents if a student is absent from 
registration without prior notification.

Congratulations to the 695 students who achieved 100% attendance this week!
Your commitment and dedication is truly commendable. 

Attendance Matters 

Attendance Champions This Week
Top Year Group: Year 7 – 93.31 %

Top Form Class: 7E – 97.20%
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What’s on the menu next week?

FREE School Meals 
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Sixth Form Open Evening
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Batley Torchlight Procession
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